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spirit. He is prepared then to take the ghost's
word for a thousand pounds.
My firm belief is that "To be or not to be"
was written for delivery, and for a time was
delivered, exactly where "O that this too too
solid flesh would melt" is now to be found.
Substitute the one for the other, and the reference
to "the undiscovered country" is informed with
rich dramatic irony, for hardly has it been made
before Hamlet is given some assurance of the
return of one he dearly loved from that uncharted
land. On more than a single count, therefore,
this is a highly disturbing revelation. But the
question is, if the great soliloquy was thus origin-
ally situated, how came it to be displaced? It
seems to me that the whole trend of Hamlet's
musing in it affords the answer. Apart from the
fact that the speech is informed, appositely
enough, with the scholar's melancholy, one may
echo Bradley and say that Hamlet's reflections
have no reference to the particular moment, nor,
indeed, to any moment. Dramatically speaking,
that is its weakness. Superb as it rings, it is sheer
divagation. For once in a while; and there ate a
few other instances in the canon. Shakespeare
has brushed his character aside and given voice
to his own thoughts- There is autobiography